
SEPTEMBER, 2023 

TRINITY TIMES 
Trinity United Church of Christ              

www.trinityucchanover.org 

Information: 

Worship Schedule 

Sunday Service  

9:00am  

Fellowship Time 

10:00am 

Sunday School 

10:30am 

Office Hours 

Mon.—Fri. 9am—1pm 

Telephone 

717 637-2233 

Email-

info@trinityucchanover.

org 

Special dates 

 Labor Day, September 4, 2023 
 National Grandparents Day, September 10, 2023 
 Patriot Day, September 11, 2023 
 First day of autumn, September 23, 2023 

 

Being NICER as Christians at work 

“As working Christians, we are deeply aware of the gap that exists between Sun-
day and Monday,” writes Roland Heersink, founder of the God & Work Initiative. 
“Although the two days are next to each other on the calendar, they seem miles 
apart. On Sunday we hear that we are children of God, saved by grace in Jesus 
Christ. On Monday, there are endless emails to be answered, spreadsheets to 
be completed, people to be hired and fired, meetings to attend, and important 
decisions to be made.” 

For a stronger relationship between our roles as faith-filled Christians and em-
ployees, Heersink uses the acronym NICER. How well do you live out these five 
essentials in your work life?  

No Compromise (See Daniel 1:8-14.) 
Integrity (See Daniel 6:1-5.) 
Compassionate in Relationships (Follow Jesus’ example.) 
Excellence (“Do your best, and let Jesus do the rest.”) 
Responsible to Others (Be a good Samaritan.) 

 

The value of solid relationships 

“Most of life’s great moments — the ones that resonate in our hearts and minds 
— involve other people,” writes John C. Maxwell in Today Matters. “Rarely do we 
experience these times alone. And even when we do, our first inclination is to 
share them with others.”  Maxwell then poses this challenge: “Think back to the 
most important experiences of your life, the highest highs, the greatest victories, 
the most daunting obstacles overcome. How many happened to you alone? I bet 
there are very few. When you understand that being connected to others is one 
of life’s greatest joys, you realize that life’s best comes when you initiate and in-
vest in solid relationships.” 
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To Worship means “To Give Worth To” 
 

 Our worship services will change slightly for the last half of Pentecost Season.  (Pentecost Season 
this year is 26 Sundays long, August 27 is the 13th Sunday, so September begins the second half of the sea-
son.)  As we slightly change the service, a word about worship may be helpful.  Worship is the work of the 
people.  It is not entertainment, it is not performance.  It is to be focused on God.  God is the audience and 
all that we do is to be directed toward God and the ways we can live toward a Godly life. 

One way to view our worship service is to see it as a drama—we are the actors, God is the audi-
ence.  It is drama in three or four acts, depending upon the celebration of Communion. 

 

First:  Praise and Preparation 

 We gather with words of greeting as we make our way to our seats.  Then our individual prepara-
tion as we reflect (on the past week; on the coming week; on our personal burdens, issues and concerns), 
and then turn these over to God—at least for this hour.  In the sanctuary, in this sacred space we are re-
minded of the ever-present God in a special way as we think, or pray, or just seek to “be” as we let God’s 
love embrace us with a sense of blessing, strength, and/or healing. 

 Then we are called into community with our sisters and brothers in the faith, summoned by the spir-
it to be embraced by the holy and human love this community represents.  The opening hymn provides the 
opportunity to rejoice and praise God as it sets the mood/theme of the service.  As we seek to be in the 
presence of “The Holy One” we need to clear the way, cleanse the air between ourselves and God—thus 
the prayer of confession.  The prayer may be printed words on the bulletin, but as worshippers we can in-
fuse those words with our own personal words, thoughts and issues.  That then becomes the focus for the 
time of silent prayer.  Those solemn moments are concluded with the joy filled announcement that through 
Jesus we are forgiven!  That ‘good news’ is the prompt for us to stand and voice our joyous praise. 
 

Second:  The Building up of our Faith 

 Here we give attention to scripture.  It is usual to have an Old Testament lesson—the foundational 
stories, incidents, persons that have informed and shaped our faith from its beginning.  The Epistle reading 
gives shape and commentary to the faith journey of the early church.  This lesson continues to give us in-
sight to us as we seek to be the church in our day.  The Gospel lesson takes us to the words and deeds of 
Jesus during his earthly ministry—the basis for our life and actions as faithful followers. 

 The sermon probes these scriptural lessons as we seek to apply their insights to our daily life.  Fol-
lowing the sermon, we will recite a creed or statement of faith—a reminder that what we have read in brief 
selected lessons and in the sermon are but a small part of our greater faith, hence the creed or statement of 
faith recites a summary of the whole faith story.  A second hymn seeks to emphasize the message/theme of 
the day. 
 

Third:  Our Response in Faith 

 What follows is now our response.  We pray for greater faithfulness, for God’s presence in the hurt-
ing places of family, friends, and world.  We offer ourselves and our gifts of financial support so that the 
mission of Christ is strengthened, we offer special music, our praise and our thanksgiving.  A final hymn 
sends us out to be Christ’s people in the world and a benediction imparts God blessing as we become a 
“scattered community”. 



         

Fourth:  Communion with Christ 

 The celebration of the Lord’s Supper, originally celebrated every Sunday as “a little Easter” has 
changed in frequency over the years.  Our Roman Catholic friends do continue this holy meal every Sunday 
as the Mass is celebrated.  During the Reformation, communion was reduced to a quarterly observance.  Now 
we share in this sacred holy meal the first Sunday of each month.                                                                                     

 

Bits and Pieces 
 

Did you know—Trinity treats the folks at “Changing Lives”, the Council of Churches shelter to a  
pizza party every Friday evening?  We have been doing this for months (or is it years)?  Thanks to the volun-
teers and the Mission & Outreach team for making this happen.  One of the many things that happens around 
here that goes ‘unnoticed’ too frequently. 

Did  you know—You can save gas by coming to worship.  It is cheaper to come to worship-we have 
ample parking—than to run to several different stores on Sunday morning.  See you in church, please. 

Did you know—You can invite someone to worship.  We have maintained our level of attendance for 
worship this summer, now lets seek to increase our community of faith.  Invite a friend, a family member, a 
neighbor, someone you meet on the street, wherever or whenever, there are good things happening at Trinity.  
Share the faith! 

 

Welcome to new members:  August 20, Dona and Maynard Warner were welcomed into the membership of 
Trinity.  Really it was a ‘welcome back’ moment.  The Warners were members of Trinity several years ago, 
so we are glad to welcome them back into our faith family. 
 

Just to Clarify:  The Dream to Reality Team has been conducting a Feasibility Study about the Annex.  For 
the past year we have been exploring what to do with that building.  The conclusion of that exploring was to 
secure an architectural drawing of converting it into a multi-purpose/chapel.  During July and August a Feasi-
bility Study was done, contacting 30 members of the congregation (randomly selected) to determine potential 
interest and support for this concept.  As that study is completed, a recommendation will be presented to the 
Consistory to determine if it is practical to proceed.  If so, a full scale presentation and drawings will be pre-
pared and presented for congregational action.  If the Feasibility Study does not warrant next steps we will 
abandon this concept and explore other options, probably the demolishment of the Annex. 

 

See you in church, 

Pastor Ken 
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Mary Rau  September 21 
 

             Born    Died 

Montyce Rutters           April 7, 2023 

Patsy L. Barnhart              August 24, 1937    April 17, 2023 

Shelba J. Crabbs         March 12, 1938     June 20, 2023 

Kay E. Altland        October 30, 1953       July 3, 2023 

Jean Louise Nassivera     December 15, 1923      July 12, 2023 

I want to thank the Knit Wits for the beautiful shawl they 
gave me.   

           Love to all,  

      Linda Funkhouser 

Congratulations! 

 Congratulations to Bill Eline for becoming a 
great grandfather again.  Aspen Rose Eline was born on 
June 28th to Chad & Christy Eline.   

To the folks at Trinity, 

 I am very thankful that my mom had such a 
wonderful church family.  She truly treasured Trinity 
and appreciated the prayers and support she received 
from so many! 

      Sincerely,  

   Amy Capone 
   (daughter of Kay Altland) 
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Day Name Yrs.  Day  Name Yrs. 

4 Patricia & Paul Troutman 58  22 Susan and Frank Seidenstricker 49 

9 Renate and Craig Johnston 45  25 Walter Maust & Donna McMaster  2 

10 Kelly and Michael Blouse 35  25 Betsy and Ronald Bristol 31 

10 Deborah and Jerome Lynch  40  25 Lauren & Jacob Groft  8 

14 Susan and Gregory Erb 23  25 Nicole and Shawn Miles 19 

17 Chris and Greg Gobrecht 35  27 Angela and Anthony Meoli 26 

18 Joyce and Kenneth Heasley 30  29 Elaine and Karl Albin 44 

3 Jennifer and Dwayne Sager 29  20 Tami and Douglas Cooper 20 

19 Beth and Adam Rabine 25     

If your anniversary was omitted, please contact the church office to update your records.  Thank you. 

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

Sanctuary choir rehearsals will resume Thursday evening, September 
7 at 7:30pm.  For anyone who would like to learn more about the 
sanctuary choir, please contact Sue Seidenstricker or any choir mem-
ber.  We can have a folder ready for you if we know you are coming.  
We like it when we get new singers!  

Toy Workshop Parking Lot 

 Please note:  If the main church parking lot is full and you park across the street in the toy 
workshop parking lot, please park in the spaces marked “reserved”.  Trinity has a number of folks who 
live in the area that rent parking spaces from us.  They are assigned a numbered space.  Those are the 
spaces you do not want to park in.  The bottom line—only park in spaces marked “reserved”.      
Thank you!    





 
 
 

September 3 10 17 24 
  

Communion 
 
 

 
 

 

Consistory Teams 2&5 3&6 4&1 5&2  
Lay Leader Yvonne 

Dickert 
Albert Day Bill Foreman Grant 

Reichart 

Altar Flower 
Sponsor 

 
Open 

 
Open 

 
Open 

 
Open 

Chancel Flower 
Sponsor 

 
Open 

 
Open 

 
Yoder 

 
Open 

Bulletin Sponsor  
Open 

 
Turner 

 
Open 

 
Open 

Please call the church office to schedule a flower or bulletin dedication for any available date. 
The cost is $40 for altar flowers and $25 for pedestal arrangements (plus tax), and $20 for bulletins. 

 
 
 
 

. 



 September Trinity Times 

116 York Street 
Hanover, PA  17331 

Change Service Requested 

Trinity United Church of Christ 

 Trinity Staff:                   E-Mail Address: 

Rev. Kenneth Heasley , Bridge Pastor                 sunseeker641@gmail.com    Cell # (717) 818-1565 

Mike Blottenberger, Admin. Assistant              mike@trinityucchanover.org      

Betsy Bristol, Secretary                betsy@trinityucchanover.org   

Sue Seidenstricker, Director of Music 

Tony Brallier, Ali Geiman, & Ruth Weaver, Sextons 

Trinity Nursery School, Tina McCole, Director        trinitynurseryhanover@gmail.com (717) 637-2126 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity’s Mission Statement:   Trinity United Church of Christ strives to be 
a warm, caring family of Christian believers.  Our calling is to witness and 
strengthen the Christian faith through meaningful worship, Christian edu-
cation, and Christian living in the home, the community, and the world. 

For October Newsletter Articles  

September 15, 2023 


