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A collaboration across time and place
For Christmas Day worship, many churches use Psalm 98. It is fitting, then, that
Isaac Watts, who interpreted 132 psalms as hymn texts, based a now-beloved
carol on it.
Watts (1674-1748) was a student of language, religion and philosophy. He wanted to make Scripture more relevant to lay people and thought hymns could help.
Watts composed more than 600 hymn texts, many still in use. But Psalm 98:4-9,
“Joy to the World,” needed music to fit its words.
Enter Lowell Mason (1792-1872), an American choir director. He came across
Watts’ Psalm 98 hymn text and sought inspiration for a melody from the famous
oratorio Messiah by George F. Handel (1685-1759). Mason pulled musical
phrases from sections of Handel’s work, resulting in the tune we now recognize
as “Joy to the World.”
So it is that three men who lived across three centuries and never met — along
with the composer of the original psalm more than two millennia earlier — together produced a hymn to the Christ-child, which millions have sung and continue to
love.

A prayer to the Christ-child
You have come to us as a small child, but you have brought us the greatest of all
gifts, the gift of eternal love. Caress us with your tiny hands, embrace us with your
tiny arms and pierce our hearts with your soft, sweet cries.
—Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)

Special dates
Second Sunday of Advent, December 4, 2022
Third Sunday of Advent, December 11, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18, 2022
First day of winter, December 21, 2022
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2022
Christmas Day, December 25, 2022
New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2022

The
staff at
Trinity Church
extends the greetings
of peace and goodwill to
all as we enter into the sacred
Season of Christmas, and we send
our wishes for hope, joy, love, and peace
to be among the gifts that are offered to the
world in the
name of the
Child of Bethlehem.
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Advent, the season of waiting, is the perfect time to pray that Jesus will bring us from darkness into light.
In this lovely prayer by Renee Swope, we hear the yearning we all feel for the presence of God in our
hearts and in our world.
This Advent, Lord, come to the manger of my heart.
Fill me with Your presence from the very start.
As I prepare for the holidays and gifts to be given,
Remind me of the gift You gave when You sent Your Son from Heaven.
The first Christmas gift, it was the greatest gift ever.
You came as a baby born in a manger.
Wrapped like the gifts I find under my tree,
Waiting to be opened, to reveal Your love to me.
Restore to me the wonder that came with Jesus' birth,
When He left the riches of Heaven and wrapped Himself in rags of earth.
Immanuel, God with us, Your presence came that night.
And angels announced, "Into your darkness, God brings His Light."
"Do not be afraid," they said, to shepherds in the field.
Speak to my heart today, Lord, and help me to yield.
Make me like those shepherd boys, obedient to Your call.
Setting distractions and worries aside, to You I surrender them all.
Surround me with Your presence, Lord, I long to hear Your voice.
Clear my mind of countless concerns and all the holiday noise.
Slow me down this Christmas, let me not be in a rush.
In the midst of parties and planning, I want to feel Your hush.
This Christmas, Jesus, come to the manger of my heart.
Invade my soul like Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part.
Dwell within and around me, as I unwrap Your presence each day.
Keep me close to You, Lord. It's in Your wonderful Name I pray.
Renee Swope, “The Manger of My Heart” from Proverbs 31 Ministries
May the manger of your heart welcome the tiny king, who comes to dwell among us. In this Advent season may God grant you the gifts of the season: hope, peace, joy and love. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.
Peace, Pastor Kim
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Day Name

Yrs.

Day Name

Yrs.

1

Michelle and Michael Becker

26

19

Nadine and Jerry Morningstar

47

9

Pamela and David Lentz

55

21

Holly and Subhajit Chakravorty

20

11

Corrine and Ronald Lawrence

52

24

Carolyn and Larry Diehl

40

11

Sheila and James Wiest

34

26

Linda and Dean Krout

35

14

Kay and Charles Altland

47

If your anniversary was omitted, please contact the office to update your records.

Special Congregational Meeting

Notes From the Office

Circle the date on your calendar! Please plan to
stay for a brief congregational meeting to be held
Sunday, December 4 immediately following worship. The purpose of this important meeting is to
elect new consistory members for 2023.

The 2023 Offering Envelopes will be available
Sunday, Dec. 4 in the narthex extended. The
envelopes are in alphabetical order. If you cannot find yours or if you do not receive envelopes and would like a box, please contact
Mike in the church office. Forms to request
envelopes can also be found on the table in the
narthex extended.

Hoffman Homes
Want to create a God Moment for a child at
Hoffman Homes? Please contact Lee Bartlett
for a “tag” to grant a child’s wish. If you’d
rather not shop, just bring in a gift card from
Target, Walmart, or Five Below. That will
also help to grant a child’s wish. For more
info or any questions, please contact Lee at
(410) 746-2945.

Join us Christmas Eve
at 7:30pm as we await
the birth of the Christ child!
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A “big thank you“ to John Dickert for all the work he did on the special recognition of Bill Gallagher. Bill repaired over 1500 bicycles in the toy workshop spanning a period of many years. A
plaque has been placed in his honor in the narthex extended along with a picture collage for all to
see. John did a remarkable job putting it all together. Again, thank you John!
B.J. Rhodes
The Women of Trinity want to express their appreciation for everyone who helped with our
recent Granny’s Attic sale. The many donated “treasures” and delicious baked goods made our
sale a success. We are most grateful to all the men & women who gave their time to set up, work
the sale, tear down, and load the truck that was provided compliments of Doug Cooper at
Cooper Motors.

Men of Trinity Pot Pie Take-out
The Men of Trinity are sponsoring a take-out
only ham & chicken pot
pie event on Saturday,
Dec. 10 beginning at
10:30am until sold out.
Pepper slaw will also be
available for purchase.
Pot pie is $8.00 a quart.
For more info please call Bill Foreman at 717
476-0664.

Join us December 11th!
You are invited to join us
Sunday, Dec. 11th at
9am as we sing some of
your favorite carols during worship accompanied by the Trinity orchestra. If you play an instrument and would
like to join us, please contact Betsy Bristol as
soon as possible so that we may have a chair
and music for you. Anyone is invited!

Committee Reports
Committee chairs are requested to submit their
reports for inclusion in Trinity’s Annual Report.
These reports should include a brief summarization of the past year’s activities as well as plans
for the upcoming year. If possible, please email your report in Microsoft Word format to
Mike or Betsy in the church office at info@trinityucchanover.org

Deadline: Wednesday, January 4th

Evelyn Krug

December 5

Jean Nassivera

December 15

PAGE 5

VOLUME 12

December
Sundays

4

11

18

25

Advent 2

Carol Sing

Advent 4

Christmas Day
No Worship!

Worship Leader

Josiah
Leckrone

Jim Barnhart

Eric Leib

No Worship

Altar Flower Sponsor

Open

Open

Rinker

No Worship

Dubs

Open

Rebert

No Worship

Rhodes

Open

Wilson

No Worship

Chancel Flower
Sponsor

Bulletin Sponsor

Please call the church office to schedule a flower or bulletin dedication for any open date.
The cost is $40 for altar flowers and $25 for pedestal arrangements (plus tax), and $20 for bulletins.

Volunteers Needed!
Volunteers are needed to help deliver
toys Saturday, December 17th from
9am to noon. If interested, a sign-up
sheet has been placed on the narthex
bulletin board or you may call the
church office at 717 637-2233.
Your help is most appreciated!
Allen L. Myers
Born - September 24, 1956
Died - November 14, 2022
Rodger S. Saltzgiver
Born - May 1, 1926
Died - November 12, 2022

**Please note there is no worship
service on Christmas Day**

Ruth C. Gallagher
Born - January 25, 1935
Died - November 15, 2022

December Trinity Times
Trinity United Church of Christ
116 York Street
Hanover, PA 17331
Change Service Requested

Trinity’s Mission Statement: Trinity United Church of Christ strives to be
a warm, caring family of Christian believers. Our calling is to witness and
strengthen the Christian faith through meaningful worship, Christian education, and Christian living in the home, the community, and the world.

Trinity Staff:

E-Mail Address:

Rev. Dr. Kim Blocher, Interim
Cell: 717 422-2075 (or text)

kim@trinityucchanover.org
Home: 717 486-7847 or call the church office to leave a message

Mike Blottenberger, Admin. Assistant

mike@trinityucchanover.org

Betsy Bristol, Secretary

betsy@trinityucchanover.org

Sue Seidenstricker, Director of Music
Tony Brallier & Ruth Weaver, Sextons
Trinity Nursery School, Tina McCole, Director

trinitynurseryhanover@gmail.com (717) 637-2126

For January Newsletter Articles
December 15, 2022

